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Applicant's amendment filed September 30, 2004 has been fully considered by the 
Examiner but are not deemed persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the combination of Endsley and Nishitani does not disclose 
displaying a plurality of photographing conditions, selecting a desired photographing condition, 
and transmitting to the image pickup apparatus a plurality of control data corresponding to the 
photographing condition selected. In particular, Endsley does not disclose all of the above 
features as noted in the previous Office Action and Nishitani merely discloses a card 
corresponding to one of a plurality of predetermined photography modes and there is no 
motivation in the references to combine them to meet the claim limitations. 

In response, Examiner notes that while Endsley does not disclose all of the limitations 
above, Endsley does disclose to display a plurality of control data for a user to select and 
generate a camera configuration for subsequently transfer to a camera (column 5, lines 3-14; 
Endsley). Further, Endsley discloses that the camera control data are selected through selecting 
an advanced camera settings icon to obtain an advanced camera settings screen on through as 
many additional screens are as needed (column 7, lines 35-43; Endsley). Thus Endsley teaches 
that additional camera setting screens may be added as needed. 

Nishitani discloses cards for automatically setting a photography mode corresponding to 
a photographing environment depicted on the card. This enables a user to automatically set 
exposure conditions corresponding to a photographing environment. Further, Nishitani teaches it 
is advantageous to have a depiction of the photographing condition on the card so that a user can 
easily determine which mode the card corresponds. 
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Since the Endsley reference teaches to select camera control data through a GUT it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have added an advanced camera setting 
screen to Endsley to display a plurality of pictures corresponding to the pictures on the cards of 
Nishitani so as to enable a user to easily identify different photography modes corresponding to 
different photographing environments for selection so as to enable automatic setting of the 
camera with photographing control data corresponding to different photographing environments. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-4, 6-10, 16, 18, 20-23, 25-29, 35, 37, 58-61, 63-67, 73, 75 and 77-83 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 6,005,613 to Endsley et al) in 
view of (USPN 5,184,169 to Nishitani). 

In regards to claim 1 Endsley discloses an image pickup control apparatus for controlling 
an image pickup apparatus via a data communications interface unit, the image pickup control 
apparatus comprising: 

a storage unit which stores a plurality of kinds of control data for controlling the image 
pickup apparatus (e.g., the storage means is inherent in storing all of the different control 
variables shown in Table 1 on column 5); 

a connection detecting unit which detects a connection to the image pickup apparatus via 
the data communications interface unit (e.g., the connection detecting means is inherent with the 
USB interface); 
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a selection unit which displays the plurality of kinds of control data for controlling the 
image pickup apparatus and selects a desired control data from among the plurality of displayed 
control data (e.g., Figs. 3A and 3B); 

a control unit which is communicatively coupled to said storage unit, said connection 
detecting unit and said selection unit, wherein in a case that said connection detection unit 
detects the connection to the image pickup apparatus, said control unit effects control so as to 
transmit to the image pickup apparatus the plurality of kinds of control data selected by said 
selection unit (e.g., column 5, lines 3-14; Fig. 1). 

Endsley does not disclose nor preclude storing in accordance with a plurality of 
photographing conditions a plurality of kinds of control data, selecting a desired photographing 
condition via a selection unit, and transmitting the plurality of kinds of control data 
corresponding to the photographing condition selected to the image pickup apparatus. 

Nishitani discloses exposure control cards 12 for automatically setting the exposure of the 
camera to correspond with an environment and photographing state of a subject depicted on the 
card (column 3, lines 1-14; column 4, lines 1-1 1). Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to have enabled the selection of pre-stored exposure settings for an 
environment and photographing state of a subject as disclosed by Nishitani in order to 
automatically set the camera for various exposure events. 

Examiner notes that Nishitani discloses that the pre-stored exposure settings be stored in 
cards, however it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have had exposure settings pre-stored in Endsley' s computer in order to generate 
multiple camera configurations in an automatic manner as suggested by Nishitani (note column 



Application/Control Number: 09/348,500 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2615 

8, lines 35-36 of Endsley). As such, Examiner notes that it would have further been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to have depicted the pre-stored exposure settings in the selection 
screens of Figs. 3 A and 3B with the pictures on Nishitani's cards so that a user can easily 
determine the mode to which each pre-stored exposure setting corresponds (column 3, lines 10- 
14; Nishitani). 

In regards to claim 2 note Figs. 3A and 3B, wherein in the bottom of Fig. 3B the Hue is 
adjusted, in the top of Fig, 3B the stop and shutter speed are adjusted, namely the exposure 
settings, and in the top of Fig. 3B the color density is adjusted though the selection of a color or 
gray scale picture as well as resolution setting. 

In regards to claim 3 note column 3, line 66 - column 4, line 47, wherein a USB 
communication protocol is described. Note that the reception state of the image pickup 
apparatus is inherent in the description of both the SYNC field and the Handshake Packet, 
namely the communication cannot occur unless the bit recovery clocks are synchronized, 
wherein upon synchronization the camera is ready to receive data. Further, in any handshaking 
operation of data transfer it is necessary to have feedback from the apparatus being 
communicated with indicating it is ready for more data, in this case indicating transfer of data 
was successful, and thereby indicating a state in which more data can be sent. 

In regards to claim 4 Endsley discloses camera registers 72 for storing camera 
configurations from the computer (column 5, lines 3-13). 

In regards to claim 6 see Examiner's notes on the rejection of claim 1 . Note that 
Nishitani discloses events such as landscape, portrait, wedding, sports, etc. wherein it would 
have been well within the skill of one of ordinary skill in the art to have also included evening 
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photographing, close-up photographing, ski ground photographing, night scene photographing, 
etc. if necessary. 

In regards to claim 7 Examiner notes that Nishitani discloses a model image printed on 
the card so as to enable a user to easily identify which exposure condition is on that card (column 
3, lines 1-14). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
displayed a model image of the photographing condition in the selection means in order to 
enable a user to identify which exposure condition is being set. 

In regards to claim 8 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 6. Note that it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have changed 
the control settings of the camera according to the model image so as to enable automatic change 
of exposure settings corresponding to depicted events. 

In regards to claim 9 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claims 6 and 8. 

In regards to claim 10 note that it is implied in the disclosure of Endsley that the registers 
can be re-written so as to enable a wide variety of combinations for camera settings. 

In regards to claim 16 Examiner notes that the interface is a USB wherein a USB is a 
general digital interface. 

In regards to claim 18 Examiner notes that an IEEE 1394 interface bus is very similar to a 
USB interface wherein it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have used a IEEE 1394 bus interface in order to enable higher data transfer 
rates. 

In regards to claim 77 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claims 1 and 3. 
In regards to claims 78 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 2. 
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In regards to claims 79 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 3. Note that 
utilizing the selection unit of Endsley is a manual setting mode. 

In regards to claim 80 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 6. 

In regards to claims 81-83 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claims 6-10. 

Examiner notes that claim groups 20-23, and 35; 58-61, and 73 are substantial duplicates 
of claims 1-4, and 16 respectively wherein the method, system, and storage medium storing a 
control program are all equally met by the rejections presented above. As such, these claim 
groups are herein rejected using the same rejections as presented for claims 1-5, and 16. 

Examiner notes that claim groups 25-29; and 63-67 are substantial duplicates of claims 6- 
10 respectively wherein the method, system, and storage medium storing a control program are 
all equally met by the rejections presented above. As such, these claim groups are herein 
rejected using the same rejections as presented for claims 6-10. 

Examiner notes that claims 37 and 75 are substantial duplicates of claim 18 wherein the 
method, system, and storage medium storing a control program are all equally met by the 
rejections presented above. As such, these claim groups are herein rejected using the same 
rejections as presented for claim 18. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian C. Genco who can be reached by phone at 703-305-7881 or 
by fax at 703-746-8325. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:30am 
to 4:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number is 703-308-4357. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Brian C Genco 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 

November 5, 2004 
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supeSry patent examiner 
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